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Rebels put viva-voom into cup 
BY MATTHEW WEINER 

The Times February 27, 2006

UNABLE TO GET TICKETS FOR Germany 2006? Fed up with greedy, 
mercenary managers, players only motivated by cash bonuses and stadiums 
packed with corporate guests? Then forget the Fifa World Cup and pick up a 
ticket for its newest rival, the Viva World Cup. Scheduled to take place in the 
Turkish republic of northern Cyprus in November, it is billed as the first festival of 
football for nations that do not exist. 

This week-long tournament, which features eight “countries” not officially 
recognised, has provoked considerable anger in both the international 
community and Fifa. The final list of competitors has not been announced for fear 
that political recriminations from the Republic of Cyprus could hamper the 
project, but as well as the host nation, those rumoured to take part include Tibet, 
Chechnya, Kosovo and Monaco, plus teams representing Western Sahara, 
Occitania and the Sami people.  

Having existed in 
diplomatic isolation since 
the Turkish invasion in 
1983, northern Cyprus 
officials are hoping the 
Viva World Cup could 
help them to break the 
political ice with their 
European neighbours. 
“Financially we expect 
nothing from the cup. We 
just want to give our 
country a voice,” Cengiz 
Uzun, head of external 
relations for the Turkish 
Cyprus Football 
Association, said. “No one 
recognises our country, 
but this gives our people 
an opportunity to scream: ‘We live here!’ ”  

Much of the support for the event has come from countries who, because they 
are not recognised by the international community, have been excluded from the 
World Cup. Jean-Luc Kit, the French football statistician behind the Viva World 
Cup, believes that this ruling is unfair to millions of people across the globe. 
“Every nation and all the people in the world have the right to play football without 
interference from politics,” he said.  

Kit dreamt up the idea in 2000 after learning that Tibet, despite the Chinese 
occupation, had set up its own football association. In 2003, he and three 
colleagues, including Luc Misson, the lawyer who represented Jean-Marc 
Bosman, established the cheekily titled Non Fifa (NF) Board and approached 200 
indigenous peoples, occupied nations and minorities to see who fancied coming 
out to play. The response was phenomenal.  

In the summer of 2005, the NF Board hosted a meeting in a London hotel for 
interested parties. The result was as wildly colourful and unpredictable as a Star 

Wars bar scene. Leif Isak Nilut, representative of the Sami — the ancient circum-
polar tribe — was so delighted to have been invited, he spontaneously began to 
yodel. “A Sami yoiks when he’s happy,” Hakan Kuorak, Nulut’s second in 
command, said. Fiercely proud of their footballing pedigree — they boast Morten 
Gamst Pedersen, the Blackburn Rovers midfield player, as a clan member — the 
Sami applied for Fifa membership in 1998 but was refused because its people, 
scattered between Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia, have no nation state.  

The other character who made a splash at this meeting was Christian Olsen, 
national team coach for the Principality of Sealand. Located six miles off the 

JOIN THE DEBATE

Top discussion 

Attack best form of 
defence for All Blacks 

Current debates 

Can England retain the 
Ashes in Australia?

Can takeover bring glory 
to West Ham?

Hit or miss? 

Mikel Arteta

Kieron Dyer

0  Palermo

1  Inter Milan

4  R Santander

3  Recreativo Huelva

3  Rangers

0  Kilmarnock

1  Real Betis

1  Espanyol

2  Reggina

2  Livorno

SPORTS EXTRA

SPORTS CALENDAR

Every 
Premiership, 
English and 
Scottish league 
fixture now in the 
calendar, plus all 

the major sporting events 
on the planet – date, time 
and venue – updated 
daily 

FANTASY FOOTBALL

How's your 
team doing? 
Log into your 
Fantasy Football 
account and 
check on your 

team's progress 

SPORTS SHOP

Visit our sports 
shop for an 
extensive range 
of products 
complemented by 
specialist shops 

for the enthusiasts of 
rugby, skiing, golf and 
outdoor pursuits 

JONNY WILKINSON

Visit Jonny 
Wilkinson's 
official website 
for his latest 
articles from The 
Times 

THE SPORTS BOOK

Visit Times 
Online's betting 
section for the 
best offers on 
fixed-odds and 
spread betting - 

plus all the latest news and 
tips 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

Página 1 de 2Rebels put viva-voom into cup - Sport - Times Online

26/11/2006http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,27-2060412,00.html



Men's Style

Health

ARTS & CULTURE

Entertainment

Books

Listings

Crosswords

Games

TLS

Funday Times

SPECIAL REPORTS

Changing lives

Sydney festival 

Your world 

Driving value

Wish I could

Carbon champions

Living the dream

Family days out

Business travel

Healthy living

La vie Francaise

Work revolution

SOUND & VISION

TV and Video

Picture galleries

Podcasts

SERVICES & TOOLS

Archive

News by e-mail

Newspaper edition

E-paper

My Times

Mobile

News feeds

Weather

Currency converter

Route planner

Site map

THE MARKETPLACE

Cars

Classifieds

Dating

Jobs

Offers & Promotions

Property

Shopping

Travel

Place an advert

 

Suffolk coast, Sealand is not so much a country as a former Second World War 
sea fort. Nevertheless, it made headlines in 1967 when a pirate radio 
broadcaster, the self-styled Prince Roy, declared it a sovereign nation. 
Remarkably, this went unchallenged by the British government and Sealand now 
has its own currency, passports and, apparently, a national football team. Olsen, 
a 47-year-old hotel manager from Denmark, set up the team as an elaborate joke 
five years ago and has kept the Sealand “royal” family up to date with their 
progress, even playing the Sealand national anthem before the start of each 
game. Despite an initial enthusiasm for the Viva World Cup, Olsen has 
announced that Sealand, who feature a 54-year-old bank manager at left back 
and a 41-year-old headmaster on the wing, will be unable to attend because of 
work commitments.  

For those taking part, however, the Viva World Cup is far from a joke. Instead, it 
offers teams such as those from Occitania, the Basque-like autonomy-seeking 
region in southern France, and Western Sahara, an area living under Moroccan 
occupation since 1975, the unique opportunity to prove to the rest of the world 
that they still exist. The star attraction, though, will be Tibet, who, despite 
expecting to face considerable pressure from China, will be putting out a side 
drawn from their exile community in India and Nepal.  

“The priority is to get media attention for these oppressed and voiceless people,” 
Marino Busdachin, an Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation official, 
said. 
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